
I-202-001

Comment noted.

 

I-202-002

As described in Chapter 1 of the SDEIS and the Final EIS in the section

entitled "Why is the project needed now?" the remaining design life of the

Evergreen Point Bridge is currently estimated at just 10 to 15 years, and

a severe storm could cause it to fail even sooner. The Portage Bay,

Union Bay, west approach, and east approach bridges are also

vulnerable to collapse in a severe earthquake. For these reasons, the No

Build Alternative is inconsistent with WSDOT's standards for safety and

reliability. Given the vulnerabilities of the existing bridges, the No Build

Alternative is also not a likely scenario. Tolling has been recommended

by the legislature and by the ESHB 2211 legislative workgroup as a

financing tool for improvements in the SR 520 corridor. The all-electronic

tolling strategy makes smart use of technology by eliminating congestion

caused by traditional toll booths, which keeps traffic moving, and

electronic tolling also decreases costs because it is typically more

expensive to staff toll booths and handle currency.
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